The Coming of the Arabs to the Sudan
and resisted the arrival of the interlopers. The methods
whereby the difficulties were overcome may have differed
widely in different areas, but all the evidence points to
the fact that, except in certain regions such as the Nuba
Mountains, where the Arabs still possess the plains and
the negroes the hills, victory was more usually won by
agreement and intermarriage than by force of arms.
Briefly, it may be said, the main feature of the ethnic
history of the northern and central Sudan from the end
of the 13th century onwards has been the gradual coalition
of Arab and black (and, in the northern riverain districts,
Berberine) into a series of groups, the justification for
whose universal claim to be Arabs varies very widely.
It is really strong among the sallow camel and sheep-
owning nomads of the north, and even among the dark,
hawk-eyed cattle and horse-breeding Baqqara and certain
of the northern riverain groups, but it is slight among
most of the sedentary villagers. To speak in very general
terms, these latter are the offspring of mixed marriages,
whereas the darker strain often noticeable among the
nomads is due to concubinage.
Ail alike regard themselves as tribal units. Some,
namely the great cattle or camel-owning tribes, usually
claim to be Guhayna or Fezara by origin ; others, namely
the bulk of the villagers settled on the river north of
Khartoum and on the lower waters of the Blue Nile, and
many of the large semi-negroid„ groups living inland
arrogate to themselves a descent from eAbbas, the uncle
of the Prophet. The force with which the pretension is
advanced is usually in inverse ratio to its probability.
In the case of these villagers, too, the term " tribe " is
something of a misnomer, for their divisions are territorial
rather than tribal, and the population of each district and
village is very mixed. The most one can say is that there
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